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X pIbo 2 po - a1y ora a T - The concept of monb nyixa oL
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[ See xmp R*IX; K*pD 1L to connect '3 ‘AN to Tefillah]

[ Since Geula is connected to Ny Op see rb- b W TaKw 1f we must Ayonh s Tee on a day that

is not a Yom Tzurah, i.e. naw or 2w on]
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This source connects '> oonn to nbwn
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Daily mitzvah to pray ( Rambam and Ramban have a npionp  on the mitzvah to pray)
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Mitzvah to pray over iy a1y 93
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The point of all this is o feel needy before Hashem as we pray and that without his redemptive care,
our 7wy is unbearable.

'&oooxo
]
.'9/ o INSIGHTS INTO TEHILLIM - 5762

/"I'Ol :\'\\



i oonn describes oyp nk'y and ends with the promise that Hashem will always be with us in our
time of need “on> 1y3,” just as He was in oyp. See this formula of “on® 1y3™ continue in the next
Perek which is the source of Youn n>13. Notice that the four groups who call out to Hashem all

experienced what the oyp wyv did:
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3 9109 > po - How desperate is this niy mn?

WP HKDT NYNY

V.2 anopw, nay ord, “In the day of trouble.” According to the sages, this is the time of dire
need, when all circumstances seem to point to inevitable disaster. They illustrate this by citing the
parable of a child on a long journey with his father. The child is tired and anxious to know when
they will reach their destination, and asks his father, “When shall we arrive at the city?” And the
father replies, 75 N3P NY¥TON 13 YT THBY MIIPN M3 FPKT OK TT3 Kiv 0 oo 13, “Remember it well,
my son, you will not see the city until you will have first beheld the cemetery; only when you will
see graves before your eyes will you be near the city.” 1 7ax» The Lord will give you help once
your distress has become urgent.

In Rav Hirsch's 5w,
Father :3py:
Son : Y »3
Auarival at the city: i
Cemetery: nmp» *23n

1 - 3 oo '3 p1o - We shall rejoice in the inevitable nyw»
see below ¥ IO M0
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v - nop 2 po - The difference between our salvation and the nations’:
see np: b 'K Sxipw when TT fought '

-ETD YN
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10

Does 117 mean to say that our armies don’t require battlements and strafegies? Surely 17 fought
wars with weapons! Does this mean that all our energies today for Israel should concentrate on
Tehillim and Prayer? See the following brief note of x7pn ny.

75307 51035 DAY WK 09010 3378 pT T SKAO KIIT L ehainET IS e
KoK 0 Y103 A) YIOT [0 a0t 1K 39 PR3 Sy or b L b it Kbk Arwnbn 293 na

ank 57 YV ome A131,7 s

This teaches that even if we possess abundant weapons, we must still first rely on Hashem. This
is similar to Yaakov’s plan outlined in () nbpm : o kown and cited by Rashi at
D : 30 MK 1 QDY IKWN MHNpD M AT
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(Notice that Rashi changed the order of the ki )
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This is aiso the strategy of Esther at 1 : 7 qnpx, to first lead a vast movermentof repentance
followed by diplomacy and strategy (n p1o 1nox n>ap) . In any event, we see that when 111
captured enemy horses he would render them useless for battle ( see T:n '3 KW ) s0 as not to
rely on them as his enemies do, following the precedent set by v at (=1 vim).
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3 - X oD 1o po - A call to Hashem not to be silent.

See also : & ohin A -NK DT
A= » oonan 0D - AN YK
T- 2 X pwean 3 - 2L DR

These sources call upon Hashem to prevent the injustices in the eyes of man, when the righteous
and wicked don’t get what they deserve.
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In an incredibly bold statement »1n wondered how Hashem could stand by silently and watch the
injustices perpetrated against His people. The vwn in this source is Titus, who destroyed »w n3

3 TvAY 13 BT 17 NDoR 933 Tintn
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We si;'nply can’t explain why Hashem allows this to happen as this source indicates.
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3

-3 oo a0 p1o - The thoughts and deed of our enemies

Their true intentions
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MawR 1 TRwn 851 (Sp/aAn/ ow) 39ND1 ,TTRN DY 1RYyIn™M
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NOR D 19 1T P17 (2 7D 127 R0 YA D03 AT YD R
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SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH

V.3 — 51 on 0. The separating accent in TanK, Twowp (Verse 3) and in Tov (verse 4) lays stress
on the pronoun in these words. In the final analysis, the fight of Israel’s enemies is not directed
against us bui against “Thee”; that is, against God himself. God stands in the way of men and
nations with His absolute power as a ruler and with the absolute requirements of His moral law, for
both of which he has sent Israel as a memorial and messenger among the nations. Judaism, with its
concept of the invisible God and its idealistic views of the world and of life as a whole, has always
been thoroughly hated by those who capitalize upon the degeneracy and corruptibility of man,

wap oo 105, The advent of “Israel” as m3 , as a nation among nations, bare of all those things
upon which the other nations base their existence, represents such a protest against the entire social
and political structure of the rest of the world that the nations would desire nothing more than the
elimination of Israel from their midst, so that it’s very name *>x v and the fact of its persistent
survival should no longer proclaim the ultimate and universal supremacy of God’s rule.

See also HX)2T1aNK tO NuAD ODMI3T
"IHYN KD KD DA Y K
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Our enemies fry to weaken cur historical connections to our religion and also to our heritage and
our land. In addition to using Rashi fo x:x mwx12 we must also use his comment to 12 nmpxA3,

YIKI K wpaom AT, to strengthen our connection.

N 210D R P9 DAwXN3a "MEN

XOR TN [AR] OMINAS M2 719 8D Prigs 237 oK - IR ()
(73] MR IR MBn R} 005 M wTInTn (330 M)
=TI PWYR D (1R ONN) Qwn ,NTwR133 mND Ov 1, 58w
0otoS SweS 09IV NN 1ONKT ORY 0™ N5M anS NN nyd
Sw PR 5 0AS OTMN 07 ,0M) W3R MIRTN DRwaow ong
B> 71903 1R 1Y W RS 1IN TRTD ®IT LK TP

25 [ 0rn 50l RN

Fa 110D 37 PHID NN

:}f"‘l&j-TN MWD TN ']'15& b fuimli g mh ARy 7R3 07aN 13avM

12100 3° P AWK MW

0w SW W ORI PR NN WD TN T - PTIND TN TIUIDM
T NPWRTD) RN 135 PIIRTT N M PO oR) ow Sw poraw
-[xﬁr") DINAR OR T 0R™M (1 P1oD) -[:'ﬂab oow Ton P ﬂ:"am (rm
0w Sw W O 735 -m'arm‘) IR TN, AR PR AN N
No matter what the seven nations or anyone else might say about the first Rashi above, the second
source clearly indicates that we were there first. It is also important to note that while the first
Rashi indicates that the creation is meant to teach the nations that Hashem controls the world, the

proof text Rashi cites from Tehillim stresses this point for us. According to the original assumptlon
of Rashi the verse should have read, 1v% onbny mwwb uinp’a TON YYD M.

e The message is that before the nations will accept our right to the land, the Jewish nation
itself must be sure of this right. This is why it’s so important for us to be equipped with the
correct historical facts, as a kind of onb 3wnw np 7 to Israel’s enemies and detractors.
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p - 1 PWDD XD PP - A list of eleven nations
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Regarding oxvpw, see the following note of xpp ny7 They are not mentioned in Tn after the
time of T7.

wno:n‘:xmuwm&vmpx'm(.:mrm:mpbﬂ‘:vmwn:‘wwnvnpwm

YOI YT DM TEK OTWTEN 0TIV bEU 000 g |1 Ypppt Y7 vminar onopn othkrnom
AT ST 63 WY A0 oI 03 CIAN SR AT RTR WRYP 397 wIvY ‘otesry mmam aopan
A0 YU BYRTREL 0705 Mool SRl bR ak mab kx

- @PID 1" P79 - A prayer for the downfall of our enemies
Notice the opinions of w1113 and 1xp 5
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W3, NOR 2027 TV DOWWT - 0RO WA PO 018 Y DWW
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5 R RITT O PR 1IN T

Yet in the same xknib we find:
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Perhaps we can differentiate between the Jew and the Gentile. This k2 speaks of »>7p
gloating over the downfall of yon:
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The nov ma cites opinions that do not differentiate between Jew and Gentile:
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See o (0
T3 oD

Amiong others who cite this reason for %5n 'yn on the latter days of Pesach:
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3 TR 15 57 1770 Noon a3 TN
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These sources clearly state that Hashem derives no pleasure from the downfall of the wicked.
This, and the source citied by qpr ma indicate that the Angels were not to sing nw. niTIN, we
did sing 7w at Mo @ nyp and there is no indication that we were wrong in doing so. Many
verses in Tehillim ask Hashem to exact vengence on the wicked. The following comment of
i DKOT nwpw 11 puis these requests into perspective:
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Y PI0D LY PRB 072NN

AP 8D TRwa R n195nn Sy YT 8D WK 070 or nn pw

V.6 - 7ow. It is not o Yy, “pour out Thy wrath upon the nations,” but gun K. “Let Thy wrath

go out toward them.” Let them come to know Thy wrath. TwT x5 K, “those that have not
recognized Thy hand in the fateful decrees which Thou hast caused them to carry ouf upon us.”
ma5np by, “But let those kingdoms, those despotic powers, that have not proclaimed Thy Name,

perish by Thy wrath. Let Thy anger smite those nations to which it never occurred that they were

only tools in Thy hand, and which instead, triumphantly crowned themselves with the laurels of
victory upon our ruins.” (c.f. Deut. 32:27, Psalm 74:3-5)

Consider what p1n 1 might say at no2 mo7

S 12 P00 ° PR IR

WP &5 AW R MTEwR SN YT x5 "W QM OV R e
B APWH 111 DR D™ ATODRY IPY NR 190K 72

Today we seem to be closer to s perspective that to Trs.

v p1bd 10 p1o - The real reason we want justice served to the nations. The same reason is
stressed again and again in myp nKye
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3 - K 00D K*op P15 - Why nibvpb Rashi cites the o0 (npw 0573 1 3pw)
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The ZaRt plays on the word mn-Mountains to on- parents
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Compare tliis to the bwp ‘of 1> oban to rap v, Bven if those closest to us let us down,

Hashem is there for us.

" 2108 12 P 050N

(MIBDORT TN MATY MR "IN D

T 210D 10 PAB TTIw

12738 TV ANR 137907 85 Sxw 1wt 8D 0MER 99 13998 TRK o
TRw aoWwn 15K

n - Do Kop P19 - Only Hashem can afford us adequate protection because of His
omnipresence.

y - DIDD K"OP P19 - 1293 nn : What harm does the moon cause at night? See
K'p DNDD comimenting on T:13 whYnan. K1ty 1ax records the xma’s point here.
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KTt 12K records the gemara's point here.

12108 Xop P15 0500 8Tty 13K

"D WM 1570 853 o1 omen wa - ant Su avy o ()
N> S Ao 1551 mabm mbw oA 311a P W
IO T2 3T AN QSN

This represents a popular conception that the moon’s cycle could bear an influence on a
person’s lunacy.

Many Holocaust survivors are well aware of the moon’s dangers at night. For those who spent
the war hiding and fleeing from place to place, most of that flight took place under cover of
night,”as the day was far too dangerous to move. Just as sunlight could betray fleeing Jews, so
could a full moon, or anything near to a full moon. This verse assures the Jew that the moon
would not bétray the whereabouts of the faithful.

A -1 DPDD KOp P70 - see 202 i Wby exhorts his people to take refuge behind closed doors
for Hashem will fight our battles from outside. Many cited this verse to describe the miracle of
39 Iraqi scud missiles falling in populated areas in Isracl with not one death attributed directly to
those brutal attacks. Hashem was indeed fighting for us as we were well protected behind the
doors of our homes.

22108010 PR ATIw”
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Chazal also connect this verse to the protection extended by the mitzvah of nnm, as these
sources indicate:
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Rambam very forcefully presents the case that it is sinful to consider that the nmp itself protects
us; :
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Kesef Mishna ad loc. notes some stories that seem to show that the nnio does indeed protect us!
See also ok o0 of Rabbi Elazar of Metz nm "D 'n myD and »po of ox7 MovIn. See also
T or mepw to wir 0hd. See Rambam’s own words below for a resolution.
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3 - K mIDD 5D PIY - @RDYHY: BN SKOT pepy 19

V.1 nbypn 1o we have read chapters in the book of Psalms which sing of the serenity in the midst
of trouble, of the contentment in the midst of misfortune, and of the quiet bliss which can dwell in
Jewish hearts and homes even in the darkest days of Galuth. However, thus far we have not found
mention of that which can deprive even the most brilliant good fortune of its delight, and which can
turn affliction and misfortune into truly hopeless misery; that is, the awareness that one has been
guilty of sin. Now we turn to the study of Psalim 130, which sings of the ways in which the Jewish
spirit can rise up even from the depth of that deepest misery of all, misfortune coupled with the
burden of guilt. opowon. “From out of the two-fold depth,” that of misfortune and that of guilt,
have I called to thee and to thee alone.

See also m>12a below for a practical application

3 TRY ° AT 01002 1oon 233 Tnbn
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(p: 9 The two mpao cited by the xna here are also cited by Rambam at m:7 ntmwn msbn as
the quintessential ®p1o to recite at a time of travail, along with >p and x2p.
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The sentiments of R’ Hirsh above are captured by the name of Rav Ephraim Oshry’s responsa to the
holy questions posed to him under the most harrowing and horrific conditions of the Holocaust.

The responsa are called "mppppL MINM AOKE”
3 p1oo Y o - The following sentiments are all related to this verse and are here connected to other

7N verses with similar themes:

~ (1) Who would be able to stand before Hashem if we were to get the punishment we deserve? :

2 PYoD AP PR 8751N

A7 90 Tm'-; P" 857D T3V NR VDWHI ’1IN 581

(2) Can man pretend to be more righteous than Hashem? :

T P0R TP 218

01 T N Yn Q8 PTET TIORD WIART

(3) While we still have breath in our lungs we cannot complain :

1 p1oD 1 PNB MR

SR BRER v 03 MO (RN T

(4) Yet we.ask Hashem to remember that we are only Human not to be perfect :

S PIoD TP NP

R 891 30 YT R 7R3 P "R OTIR D

(5) Therefore we beseech Hashem for life because: what good would my death be since I can’t
praise Hashem from the dust: '

5 prp p2omn
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Yet, insofar as man’s suffering cafi bé €xplained as a fiinction of his own deeds, we may not tel}
this to a sufferer. This would be a violation of ©maT oK as the source below indicates:

3 TRV M3 77 XY 833 Noon 2533 Tnbn

02727 ARNIND - MDY NR IR 1210 8D +7'D RAP"1+ 9937 130 8003
77000 NIRRT NON 9K W, D737 ARINT NI AR 3T 31RO
TR TIP R NMYS 750D 10NN 01 HTTDRTPME IR R
127N RO +7T7D RTPM+ 0IPD TN T KT, TR 100 AR 1 - TRy
OR 12N S¥3 7O OR 778D 8T 0727 NRMK - NRY DR BN
D112 MR 58 B2 )3 T OR 0MWRTT YR 0T 15 e
ODRY 112 15 T Sx N TS 83y T3 M ok, mar v
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JvX’s friends attributed his afflictions to his own wickedness. By all accounts 3vx’s friends

were piously removing all the blame for avx’s suffering, from Hashem. Yet, at the end of the
book, Hashem castigates them for not speaking well of Him (130 3vx) as 2nx did! This is to say
that to place all the burden of man’s suffering on man alone in every case is not necessarily so

pious.
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10109 Y p19- Hashem’s forgiving ways elicits opw nxm . These two themes are connected
also at -v:7 mpw and »-O9: N Ko,
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We may ask though, if Hashem is so forgiving, isn’t it possible that people will make light of
Him and this will pot lead to enhaced tpw nxv at all! Actually what leads to “Nxin 1wpb” in
this verse is the assuredness that hope is never lost before Hashem.

1- n ooy »p p1o -Rashi refers to hope after hope, as in 7> oHan
see S.R. Hirsh ad loc.

V. ldf "W ip. Wait upon the Lord and, even if your hopes should remain unfulfilled for the present,
remain strong, gather new courage from your heart, and never cease to hope.
710K TR T3 YORN PN 09X M0 I0M0w S99 e )Y K9 SHonnw 0K K oK
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Once again, we turn our hope to the morning watchmen for our redemption, and again Rashi
refers to hope after hope. This hope for the morning watchmen is the essential point of the
7bnn oo in explaining the mypa ww of nwin T
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n- 1 opod Yp o - it 1s worthwhile to wait indefinitely for Hashem, because in Him is the
power to redeem us.
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X pipo 3*pp 1o - This can refer to when 17 hid from Yixw at obTY Haep at K2 K DKine or the
cave at *Tx PP 13710 at 73 'K SKpw see also k:» wHAN, which was also a desperate plea in a cave,
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This source indicates that our np», opon, and 0N3a will not help us in our time of need, put
a5on will. This seems to be drawing from 3>-212:L W0 where W, pon, and amaa will not
help us, butn ny7 will. By extension, we can say that we come to know Hashem through

noon.
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3 pIoo 270 P79 - Why “1p twice? See also 3:b - m»n - twice
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This is similar to Rashi at m:a% nupxa3: 1D 9y, . x0T
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In the printed edition of the na+ w7y, the order is switéhed. Why did Rashi change it?

WD (®3157) 7a0 NwRea
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In our pasuk, 17 feared confronting »ww lest he be killed, but also lest he have to kill in self
defense. TI'!-CXpl‘CSSGd this second sentiment here 3 kpw) because his adversary was the King
of Israel. Yaakov expressed the very same sentiment because his adversary was his brother,
whose death would surely grieve his father. This is significantly also the sentiment of Goida
Meir concerning an enemy who wanted to destroy us, “I can forgive the Arabs for killing my
boys, but [ can’t forgive the Arabs for making my boys kill.”
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