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DVAR TORAH, Ki Savo 5764
The most famous part of the parsha is the Tochecha, which is commonly and erroneously translated as a Curse.  The word means ‘reprimand’ and is how God employs it – to chastise us with hyperbolic threats, frightening us to maintain the straight and narrow.  For curses, we turn to a few lines before – a set up curses that are to be uttered by all 12 tribes in a stunning ceremony on the mountains of Eival and Gerizim.
Described in the Torah in Deut. 27:11-26 and fulfilled in Joshua 8:30-35
“30 Then Joshua built an altar unto the LORD God of Israel in mount Ebal, 31 As Moses the servant of the LORD commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron: and they offered thereon burnt offerings unto the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. 32 And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in the presence of the children of Israel. 33 And all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on this side the ark and on that side before the priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, as well the stranger, as he that was born among them; half of them over against mount Gerizim, and half of them over against mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded before, that they should bless the people of Israel. 34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and cursings, according to all that is written in the book of the law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, with the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant among them.”

Our Sages struggled with these 12 curses; the sins they describe are not the most common and while all heinous, they do not seem to have much to do with each other.  The consensus seems to be that all 12 sins are those that are performed in secret.  The covenant is made with God yet fools will think that they are enforced by the courts of this world.  God assures us that the ever watchful eye (see Avot 2:1) sees all.  This reminder of God’s ethical omniscience is echoed in next week’s reading when God declares (29:29) “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.”
When we know that God sees and judges all our actions, we stay on the path of repentance all our lives.
We mourn those fallen in Israel this week, in the holy, ancient city of Beer Sheva

TORAH THOUGHTS, Ki Savo 5764

Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1 - 29:8, Haftara: Isaiah 60:1 - 22
Statistics (from the Orthodox Union's Torah Tidbits)
50th of the 54 parshas, 7th of 11 in Devarim
Written on 233 lines in a Sefer Torah (rank: 13)
21 Parshiyot; 5 open, 16 closed (ranks 7th)
122 verses, ranks 17th (2nd in Devarim)
1747 words - ranks 16th (2nd in Devarim)
6811 letters - ranks 15th (4th in Devarim)
6 of the 613 commandments; 3 positives and 3 prohibitions
Commandments: 

#605; (Pos.) Recital on bringing the First-fruits; Deut. 26:5
#606; (Pos.) The avowal of the tithe; Deut. 26:13
#607; (Neg.) Not eating an unredeemed tameh 2nd tithe, even in Jerusalem; Deut. 26:14
#608; (Neg.) Not eating the 2nd tithe in morning; Deut. 26:14
#609; (Neg.) Not spend 2nd tithe redemption money, except on food and drink; Deut. 26:14
#610; (Pos.) Walking in HaShem's ways; Deut. 28:9
Parsha Summary (Based on Masoretic Divisions, the ‘parshiyot’
S=Stumah, a closed division
P=P’tuchah, an open division): 
1)
21:10-14; (s); the beautiful captive
2)
26:1-11: (s):first fruits (bikurim)
3)
26:12-15: (s):The second tithe and its accompanying declaration
4)
26:16-19: (p):coda of the Covenant
5)
27:1-8: (s):the rocks of testimony (to be set up after the conquest)
6)
27:9-10: (s):the priests publicly assert that the Covenant is binding
7)
27:11-14: (s):the blessings and curses on Eval & Grizim
8)
27:15: (s):curse 1 - graven images (in secret)
9)
27:16: (s):curse 2 - cursing parents
10)
27:17: (s):curse 3 - changing boundaries (stealing land)
11)
27:18: (s):curse 4 - tripping the blind
12)
27:19-20: (s):curses 5 & 6 - perverting justice, parental incest
13)
27:21: (s):curse 7 - bestiality
14)
27:22: (s):curse 8 - incest with sister
15)
27:23: (s):curse 9 - incest with mother in law
16)
27:24: (s):curse 10 - hit another in secret
17)
27:25: (s):curse 11 - bribes/hired assassination
18)
27:26: (p):curse 12 - those who don't follow the Torah
19)
28:1-14: (p):the blessing before the Reprimand (tochecha)
20)
28:15-68: (s):the Reprimand (tochecha)
21)
28:69: (p):coda of the Reprimand
22)
29:1-8; (ppp);  transition to Speech #4 (last speech)
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Good Shabbos! 
