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DVAR TORAH, Ki Seitzei 5764
If a theme can be found in Ki Tetze -- the most law-packed parsha in the Book -- it would be “remembrance.” We have a custom of saying “six remembrances” every morning after shacharit: (1) The Exodus From Egypt (Deut.16:3), (2) Receiving The Torah At Mount Sinai (Deut. 4:9.10), (3) Amalek's Attack (Deut. 25:17-19), (4) The sin of the Golden Calf (Deut. 9:7), (5) Miriam’s sin (Deut. 24:9), (6) The Sabbath (Exod. 20:8).  Two of the six are in this parsha, at the end, but the theme runs deeper than that.
Memory is the human ability to recognize history.  History, for the Jews, is more than a collection of events – it’s the active recognition that God interacts with humanity.  Digging deeper, we can see that every command is an act of memory; we act and obey because of our knowing acceptance of the God and his covenant.
A specific command to remember is doubly charged* - to remember God by remembering.  As such, these six memorials are the pillars of our faith:
1. The Exodus – how God fulfilled the covenant of the forefathers 
2. Sinai – the eternal relationship and all commandments
3. Amalek – our nemesis, we know what to avoid by their negative example; also we appreciate another of God’s salvations
4.  The Golden Calf – both remembering how we violated the covenant, and how God still accepted us
5. Miriam’s Sin – the acceptance of sin for an individual (just as the Golden Calf is for the nation)
6. Shabbat – the Universality of God and His relationship with the world; God as Creator of all
Each of these 6 are naturally built into our religious behavior and by remembering these as part of our loyalty to God, God will remember us for good – a special gift in this holiday season of God’s kingship and God’s remembrance.
NOTES: * Our sages have highlighted the importance of this six ‘memorials’ by comparing them to the 6 cities of refuge.
TORAH THOUGHTS, Ki Seitzei 5764

Reading: Deuteronomy 21:10 - 25:19, Haftara: Isaiah 54:1 -10
Statistics (from the Orthodox Union's Torah Tidbits)
49th of the 54 parshas; 6th of 11 in Devarim
Written on 212.8 lines in a Sefer Torah (rank: 21)
44 Parshiyot; 2 open, 42 closed (rank: 1)
110 verses- ranks 28th (5th in Devarim)
1582 words - ranks 23rd (5th in Devarim)
5856 letters - ranks 26th (6th in Devarim)
74 of 613 mitzvot 27 positives, 47 prohibitions
Ki Teitzei has the most mitzvot, most positive mitzvot, most prohibitions and most parshiyot of any parsha in the Torah.
Commandments: 

#534; (Pos.); The law of the beautiful captive; Deut. 21:11
#535; (Neg.); Not selling a beautiful captive; Deut. 21:14
#536; (Neg.); Not enslaving a beautiful captive; Deut. 21:14
#537; (Neg.); No eating or drinking to excess; Deut. 21:20
#538; (Pos.); Hanging after execution, transgressors of certain commandments; Deut. 21:22
#539; (Neg.); Not leaving the body of an executed criminal hanging overnight; Deut. 21:23
#540; (Pos.); Burial on the day of execution; Deut. 21:23
#541; (Neg.); Not ignoring lost property; Deut. 22:03
#542; (Neg.); Not leaving a person who is trapped under his burden; Deut. 22:04
#543; (Pos.); Assisting the owner in loading his burden; Deut. 22:04
#544; (Pos.); Returning lost property to its owner; Deut. 22:04
#545; (Neg.); Women not to wear men's clothes or adornments; Deut. 22:05
#546; (Neg.); Men not wearing women's clothes or adornments; Deut. 22:05
#547; (Neg.); Not to take the entire bird's nest (mother and young); Deut. 22:06
#548; (Pos.); Releasing the mother before taking the nest; Deut. 22:07
#549; (Pos.); Building fences on roof; Deut. 22:08
#550; (Neg.); Not leaving obstacles on public or private domain; Deut. 22:08, 3 Lv. 19:14
#551; (Neg.); Not giving misleading advice; Deut. 22:08, 3 Lv. 19:14
#552; (Neg.); Not divorcing a woman after falsely bringing evil name on her; Deut. 22:09
#553; (Neg.); Not to work with two different kinds of animals together; Deut. 22:10
#554; (Neg.); Not wearing Shaatnez (mixture of wool and linen); Deut. 22:10
#555; (Neg.); Not to eat kilai hakerem (mixed vineyard seeds); Deut. 22:19
#556; (Pos.); Stoning transgressors of certain commandments; Deut. 22:24
#557; (Neg.); Not punishing a person for a sin committed under duress; Deut. 22:26
#558; (Neg.); Not divorcing a woman he has raped if they marry; Deut. 22:29
#559; (Pos.); A violator must marry the maiden he has violated if she chooses; Deut. 22:29
#560; (Pos.); The law of the defamer of his bride; Deut. 22:29
#561; (Neg.); A man incapable of procreation cannot to marry a Jewess; Deut. 23:01
#562; (Neg.); A mamzer may not have relations with a Jewess; Deut. 23:02
#563; (Neg.); Not to intermarry with a male from Ammon or Moav; Deut. 23:03
#564; (Neg.); Not offering peace to Ammon and Moav; Deut. 23:07
#565; (Neg.); Not to exclude the descendants of Esau; Deut. 23:08-9
#566; (Neg.); Not to exclude the descendants of Egyptians; Deut. 23:08-9
#567; (Neg.); Tameh (ritually impure) person not to enter camp of Levites; Deut. 23:10
#568; (Pos.); Preparing a place beyond the camp for human waste; Deut. 23:13
#569; (Pos.); Including a digging tool among war implements; Deut. 23:13
#570; (Neg.); Not handing over a fugitive bondman; Deut. 23:15-16
#571; (Neg.); Not wronging a fugitive bondman; Deut. 23:15-16
#572; (Neg.); Not having relations with a woman without marriage; Deut. 23:17
#573; (Neg.); Not to offer on Altar the "hire of a harlot" or "price of a dog"; Deut. 23:18
#574; (Neg.); Not to delay payment of vows; Deut. 23:21
#575; (Pos.); Permissibility of lending money to a non-Jew with interest; Deut. 23:21
#576; (Pos.); All vows must be fulfilled; Deut. 23:23
#577; (Neg.); A hired laborer not eating growing crops; Deut. 23:26
#578; (Neg.); A hired laborer not putting of the harvest in his own vessel; Deut. 23:26
#579; (Pos.); The law of marriage; Deut. 24:01
#580; (Pos.); The law of divorce; Deut. 24:01
#581; (Neg.); Not remarrying one's divorced wife after she has remarried; Deut. 24:04
#582; (Neg.); Not taking bridegroom from home during first year; Deut. 24:05
#583; (Pos.); Bridegroom devotes himself to his wife for one year; Deut. 24:05
#584; (Neg.); Not taking a pledge from a debtor by force; Deut. 24:10
#585; (Neg.); Not keeping a needed pledge from its owner; Deut. 24:10
#586; (Neg.); Not taking a pledge from a widow; Deut. 24:10
#587; (Neg.); Not taking food utensils in pledge; Deut. 24:10
#588; (Pos.); Restoring a pledge to a needy owner; Deut. 24:13
#589; (Pos.); Paying wages on time; Deut. 24:15
#590; (Neg.); Judge not to receive testimony from litigant's relatives; Deut. 24:16
#591; (Neg.); Judge not perverting justice due to proselytes or orphans; Deut. 24:17
#592; (Pos.); To leave defective grape clusters for the poor; Deut. 24:19
#593; (Pos.); To leave grape gleanings for the poor; Deut. 24:19
#594; (Pos.); An employee is allowed to eat the produce he's working in; Deut. 24:26
#595; (Pos.); Whipping transgressors of certain commandments; Deut. 25:02
#596; (Neg.); Not inflicting excessive corporal punishment; Deut. 25:03
#597; (Neg.); Not preventing a beast from eating the produce where working; Deut. 25:04
#598; (Neg.); Not having relations with woman subject to Levirate marriage; Deut. 25:05
#599; (Pos.); Law of the Levirite Marriage; Deut. 25:05
#600; (Pos.); Law of Chalitzah; Deut. 25:09
#601; (Neg.); Not forgetting what Amalek did to us; Deut. 25:10
#602; (Pos.); Saving the life of the pursued; Deut. 25:12
#603; (Pos.); Remembering the nefarious deeds of Amalek; Deut. 25:17
#604; (Pos.); The extinction of the seed of Amalek; Deut. 25:19
Parsha Summary (Based on Masoretic Divisions, the ‘parshiyot’
S=Stumah, a closed division
P=P’tuchah, an open division): 
1)
21:10-14; (s); the beautiful captive
2)
21:15-17; (s); the hated first born's inheritance
3)
21:18-21; (s); the rebellious, gluttonous son
4)
21:22-23; (s); hanging, burial laws
5)
22:1-3; (s); helping another in distress, lost property
6)
22:4; (s); helping a fallen animal
7)
22:5; (p); cross-dressing is an abomination
8)
22:6-7; (s); sending off the mother-bird
9)
22:8-9; (s); fence for one's roof/no mixed seeds
10)
22:10-11; (s); yoking ox & donkey/ no shaatnez
11)
22:12; (s); fringes on garments
12)
22:13-19; (s); telling slander against one's wife (if false)
13)
22:20-21; (s); telling slander against one's wife (if true)
14)
22:22; (s); no adultery
15)
22:23-24; (s); no rape (case: betrothed maiden in city)
16)
22:25-27; (s); no rape (case: betrothed maiden in field)
17)
22:28-29; (s); no rape (case: unbetrothed maiden)
18)
23:1; (s); no incest (case: man with father's wife)
19)
23:2; (s); the willful eunuch
20)
23:3; (s); the mamzer
21)
23:4-7; (s); can't marry an Amonite or a Moabite
22)
23:8-9; (s); can't aggrieve an Edomite or Egyptian
23)
23:10-15; (s); must have plumbing
24)
23:16-17; (s); safety for escaped slaves
25)
23:18-19; (s); prostitution, male or female, is prohibited and unholy
26)
23:20-21; (s); no charging interest
27)
23:22-24; (s); must fulfill vows
28)
23:25; (s); allowing travelers to eat from your vineyard
29)
23:26-26; (s); allowing travelers to eat from your standing grain
30)
24:1-4; (s); laws of divorce
31)
24:5-6; (s); army exemption, responsibilities of first year of marriage
32)
24:7-7; (s); no kidnapping
33)
24:8-9; (s); tzaraat (leprosy) warning; remember Miriam
34)
24:10-13; (s); respect and dignity for others (context: debt collection)
35)
24:14-15; (s); can't cheat others, paying on time
36)
24:16; (s); sins of fathers, sins of sons
37)
24:17-18; (s); equal justice for fringes of society
38)
24:19; (s); leave forgotten sheaves for the poor
39)
24:20-22; (s); leave some fruit on trees, vines
40)
25:1-4; (s); laws of court lashes
41)
25:5-10; (s); yibum laws (levirate marriages)
42)
25:11-12; (s); don't embarrass another (strange context)
43)
25:13-16; (p); honest weights and measures (an abomination)
44)
25:17-19; (ppp); remember Amalek
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Good Shabbos! 
