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DVAR TORAH, Nitzavim-Veyeilech 5764. 
One of the acronyms in the Torah for the month of Elul is found in Deuteronomy 30:6: “And the LORD thy God will circumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy children, to love the LORD thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.”  Moshe promises that God will “circumcise our hearts”, and of our children, and we rejoice in God’s promise even if we don’t know what it means.  The mitzvah of circumcision is a process of ‘tikkun olam’ – God left part of the physical human body to be removed by our active human process.  Creation, as a reflection of God, was perfect – which means that our participation via tikkun olam is a necessary part of this perfect creation.
Here in this passage which carries the message of Elul we’re told that repentnece, Teshuva, is another form of tikkun olam.  That the seeming imperfection built into humanity, our desire to sin and our weak nature, is part of the process of growing close to God.  
The final part of the promise is that when we set about the tremendous task of repairing ourselves through repentance, to begin the tikkun, God will help us finish the job.
TORAH THOUGHTS, Nitzavim-Veyeilech 5764

Reading: Deuteronomy 29:9 – 31:30, Haftara: Isaiah 61:10-63:9
Statistics (from the Orthodox Union's Torah Tidbits)
Nitzvavim 
51st of the 54 parshas, 8th of 11 in Devarim
Written on 87 lines in a Sefer Torah (rank: 52)
4 Parshiyot; 1 open, 3 closed
40 verses, ranks 53rd (10th in Devarim)
It ranks #2 in the Torah in length of verses
657 words - ranks 51st (8th in Devarim)
2575 letters - ranks 51st (8th in Devarim)
0 of the 613 commandments according to Rambam and the Sefer HaChinuch.  Others count the mitzva of Teshuva from this parsha, and a few other mitzvot
Nitzavim's Shabbat-Mincha, Monday & Thursday portion contains 20 verses. That's half the parsha! The longest relative to the parsha, by far
Vayelekh
52nd of the 54 parshas, 9th of 11 in Devarim
72 lines in Sefer Torah (rank: 53)
3 Parshiyot; 2 open, 1 closed
30 verses; ranks 54 (11th in Devarim)
553 words; ranks 53 (10th in Devarim)
2123 letters; ranks 53 (10th in Devarim)
Fewest verses of any parsha, yet the longest verses (in words & letters) of any parsha. 
2 commandments, both positive
Nitzvavim-Vayelekh
Written on 159lines in a Sefer Torah
7 Parshiyot; 3 open, 4 closed
70 verses, 1210 words, 4698 letters 
Nitzavim & Vayeilech are combined or separated depending upon one factor: Is there a Shabbat between Yom Kippur and Sukkot, or not. If no, then they are combined and are read on the Shabbat before Rosh HaShana and Haazinu is Shabbat Shuva. If there is a Shabbat between Yom Kippur and Sukkot, then that Shabbat is Haazinu, Shuva is Vayeilech, and Nitzavim is the pre-Rosh HaShana Shabbat.
If Rosh HaShana is Thursday (31.9%) or Shabbat (28.6%), then there is no Shabbat between YK & Sukkot (60.5%). If Rosh HaShana is Monday (28.0%) or Tuesday (11.5% as it is this year), then there is a Shabbat between (39.5%).
Fun fact: On the last Shabbat (Mincha) and Monday of 5761, the first 13 verses of Vayeilech were read. But the remaining 17 verses were not read at all during 5761 - Only these 17 of 5846 verses are sometimes not read at all in a whole year. And, in 5762, Vayeilech was Parshat HaShavua TWICE! The only parsha that ever holds that distinction.

Commandments: 

#611; (Pos.); Hakhel during Sukkot; Deut. 31:12
#612; (Pos.); Everyone should write a Torah; Deut. 31:19
Parsha Summary (Based on Masoretic Divisions, the ‘parshiyot’
S=Stumah, a closed division
P=P’tuchah, an open division): 
1)
21:10-14; (s); the beautiful captive
2)
29:9-28; (s); Fourth speech begins, warning against rebellion
3)
30:1-10; (s); God’s promise of repentance
4)
30:11-14; (s); The covenant will always be ours and accessible
5)
30:15-20; (ppp); With our free will, we should choose God’s path

6)
31:1-6; (s); Moshe is preparing to die
7)
31:7-13; (p); Moshe prepares Joshua, commands ‘hakeil’
8)
31:14-30; (ppp); Moshe’s introduction to the ‘Song’ of Haazinu
Please check our website at www.yinh.org

Good Shabbos! 
