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DVAR TORAH, Shofetim 5764
The law of ‘Eglah Arufa’ (Deut. 21:1-9) – the beheaded calf – is a difficult one to reconcile with modern jurisprudence.  If a murder victim is found on the outskirts of the city, and the crime is unsolved, the elders of the city take responsibility for the victim and behead a calf as a sign of their limited accountability. 
This passages raises many questions: why a collective guilt for the sin of an individual?  Why kill an animal?  Why a calf? 
The Talmud teaches us that the Torah is written in the language of humanity (Dibrah Torah Bilshon Adam). Since animals are central to pastoral cultures, such as the ancient Israelites, the Torah uses animals as symbols (a form of language) to teach us.  Just as the sacrifices have a deeper encoded meaning (a cow means X, a goat means Y) so the animal-based ritual of Eglah Arufa must also have some underlying meaning.
One lesson taught by Rav Ahron Lichtenstein is that this law comes in close proximity to the laws of warfare (Deut. 20:1-20).  Warfare is organized, legalized, sanctioned murder.  Even though every law in that chapter is laden with an overall concern for life (e.g. 20:10 – we must ask for peace, 20:5-7 exemptions for people involved in life building), the Torah is concerned that  the scarring actions of war can overpower individual and national character.
The laws of Eglah Arufa counteract the ethics of even the most moral war.  War teaches that killing one or more people can be acceptable.  War is one nation against another nation and each solider becomes a ‘general issue’ faceless servant of the state.  Individualism – recognizing one’s enemy as an individual or even oneself as different from the mass – has disastrous results in war.
However, in civilian life, the notion of a faceless mass is anathema – we are all created in God’s image and each person is sacred and special.  The law of Eglah Arufa – a brutal axe blow to the most human faced animal, the calf – is a blunt reminder that each individual life has paramount importance with grave, disquieting consequences.  And it is this love and respect for individual life that makes God’s Torah unique and holy.
TORAH THOUGHTS, Shofetim 5764

Reading: Deuteronomy 16:18 - 21:9, Haftara: Isaiah 51:12 - 52:12
Statistics (from the Orthodox Union's Torah Tidbits)
Shofetim is 48th of the 54 parshas; 5th of 11 in Devarim
Written on 191.6 lines in a Sefer Torah (rank: 27)
18 Parshiyot; 3 open, 15 closed
97 verses - ranks 36th 
1523 words - ranks 28th
5590 letters - ranks 31st
7th in Devarim in all categories
41 commandments- 14 positive, 27 prohibitions; ranks 6th 
The top 6 mitzva-parshas account for 55% of the 613. 31 parshas have the other 45%. 17 parshas have none.

Commandments: 

#493; (Pos.) Appointing Judges and Officers of the Court; Deut. 16:18
#494; (Neg.) Not to plant trees in the Sanctuary; Deut. 16:21
#495; (Neg.) Not to sacrifice a beast with a temporary blemish; Deut. 17:01
#496; (Neg.) Not to differ from traditional authorities; Deut. 17:11
#497; (Pos.) Obeying the Sanhedrin; Deut. 17:11
#498; (Neg.) Not appointing a non-Israelite King; Deut. 17:15
#499; (Pos.) Appointing a King; Deut. 17:15
#500; (Neg.) A king not owning many horses; Deut. 17:16
#501; (Neg.) A king not taking many wives; Deut. 17:16
#502; (Neg.) Not settling in the land of Egypt; Deut. 17:16
#503; (Neg.) A king not amassing great personal wealth; Deut. 17:18
#504; (Pos.) A king should write a second Torah; Deut. 17:18
#505; (Neg.) Levites may not take a share of the land; Deut. 18:01
#506; (Neg.) Levites may not share in the spoil on conquest of the Land; Deut. 18:01
#507; (Pos.) The Kohein's due in the slaughter of every clean animal; Deut. 18:03
#508; (Pos.) To set aside the great Heave-offering; Deut. 18:04
#509; (Pos.) The first of the fleece to be given to the Kohein; Deut. 18:04
#510; (Pos.) Kohanim ministering in watches; Deut. 18:06-9
#511; (Neg.) Not practicing divination; Deut. 18:10
#512; (Neg.) Not practicing sorcery; Deut. 18:10
#513; (Neg.) Not practicing the art of the charmer; Deut. 18:11
#514; (Neg.) Not consulting a necromancer; Deut. 18:11
#515; (Neg.) Not consulting a sorcerer; Deut. 18:11
#516; (Neg.) Not to seek information from the dead; Deut. 18:11
#517; (Pos.) Heeding the Prophets; Deut. 18:15
#518; (Neg.) Not prophesying in the name of an idol; Deut. 18:20
#519; (Neg.) Not prophesying falsely; Deut. 18:20
#520; (Neg.) Not to listen to the prophesy made in the name of an idol; Deut. 18:20
#521; (Neg.) Not fearing or refraining from killing a false prophet; Deut. 18:22
#522; (Pos.) Establishing Six Cities of Refuge; Deut. 19:03
#523; (Neg.) Judge not to pity one who has killed or caused loss of limb; Deut. 19:13
#524; (Neg.) Not fraudulently altering land boundaries; Deut. 19:14
#525; (Neg.) Not convicting on the testimony of a single witness; Deut. 19:15
#526; (Pos.) Condemning witnesses who testify falsely; Deut. 19:19
#527; (Pos.) Appoint a Kohein for war; Deut. 20:02
#528; (Pos.) The law of the non-obligatory war; Deut. 20:10
#529; (Neg.) Not to spare the life of the Seven Nations; Deut. 20:16
#530; (Pos.) The law of the Seven Nations; Deut. 20:17
#531; (Neg.) Not destroying fruit trees in time of siege; Deut. 20:19
#532; (Neg.) Not plowing a valley where a slain body was found; Deut. 21:04
#533; (Pos.) Eglah Arufah; Deut. 21:04
Parsha Summary (Based on Masoretic Divisions, the ‘parshiyot’
S=Stumah, a closed division
P=P’tuchah, an open division): 
1)
16:18-20; (s) Judges and justice
2)
16:21-22; (s) Prohibited idol worship, items in the temple
3)
17:1-1; (s) Prohibition of using blemished animals for sacrifices
4)
17:2-7; (p) Jurisprudence (in context of convicting idol worshippers)
5)
17:8-13; (s) Hierarchy of legal system, the rebellious elder
6)
17:14-20; (s) Laws of kingship
7)
18:1-2; (s) Levites’ income
8)
18:3-5; (s) Priestly gifts
9)
18:6-8; (s) Levites’ responsibilities
10)
18:9-22; (s) False religions, false prophets, laws of the prophets
11)
19:1-10; (p) Cities of refuge
12)
19:11-13; (s) Related laws of murder
13)
19:14-14; (s) Property propriety
14)
19:15-21; (s) Laws of witnesses
15)
20:1-9; (s) Declaring wars, military exemptions, military preparations
16)
20:10-18; (s) How to wage war
17)
20:19-20; (p) Prohibitions of total war, needless destruction
18)
21:1-9; (sss) Individual responsibility for murder (eglah arufa)
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Good Shabbos! 
