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 DVAR TORAH, Ve'etchanan 5764
Parshat Ve'etchanan reads like a 'greatest hits' of the Torah – the Ten Commandments, Shema Yisrael, a few choice one-liners (e.g.  Devarim 4:5,35, 39).  In these chapters Moshe Rabbeinu begins his long second speech in earnest.  Why does the Torah repeat the Ten Commandments (the contradictions between the two statements notwithstanding) and where does the Shema fit in to the whole narrative?
As my teacher, Rav Menachem Liebtag explains, Devarim is more than a collection of valedictory speeches by Moshe on his deathbed.  The four speeches (roughly, chapters 1-4; 5-26, 27-28, 29-30) have specific purposes and rhetorical needs. They are more than a sentimental leader saying 'goodbye.'

The first speech (parshat Devarim, ch. 1-4) was a short exhortation on the specific topic of the sin of the spies.  Especially after the frightening request of the tribes of Reuven and Gad to remain on the East Bank of the Jordan, Moshe needed to quell the nation's natural fear of giants and remind them of God's invisible guiding hand.

The second speech (parshiyot Va'etchanan through Ki Tetze) is a restatement of the Covenantal agreement between God and the Jews.  This restatement, another action needed after the sin of the spies, is to teach Bnei Yisrael the essential message and stipulations of the Covenant with a focus on the laws immediately relevant for settling Israel.
The internal structure of Speech Two is seen in our parsha.  After the Ten Commandments were given in Shemot 20, the people cowered in fear and asked Moshe to be the only interlocutor with God (Shemot 20: 15-16).   In our parsha we read of their desperate demand in more detail and its full aftermath: 
"Go say to them, 'Return for yourselves to your tents.'; You, however, remain here with Me, and I will tell you the commandment [ha-mitzvah] and the statutes [chukim] and the laws [mishpatim] that you will teach them; and they will fulfill them in the land that I am giving them to inherit." (Devarim 5:27-28)
These three key words – mitzvah, chukim, and mishpatim – are more than synonyms for required Jewish living, they refer to the three sections of Speech Two.  Moreover the three keyword-headed sections can be further categorized into the structure of the Ten Commandments.
Mitzvah (in the singular) refers to the first commandment – the ideological underpinning of what it means to be a Jew: to know, love, fear, and heed God.   After the pre-amble of Speech Two (which completes Va'etchanan), the "mitzvah" portion begins in chapter 8 ("kol ha-Mitzvah") in Ekev. 

"Chukim" and "Mishpatim" go together but they can roughly be divided into Chukim as commandments 2-5 and "Mishpatim" 6-10.   This section begins in chapter 12 ("eleh ha-Chukim veha-Mishpatim") in Reeh.  The next three parshiyot (Reeh, Shofetim, Ki Tetzeh) are filled with laws of a clear structure that can be easily parsed into the Ten Commandments (which we will discuss in the coming weeks).

It is for this structural reason that we begin here with the Ten Commandments.  And according to God's words (5:28) "however, remain here with Me, and I will tell you the commandment" the bulk of Speech Two is in fact the direct revelation of God given to Moshe at Mount Sinai—the speech that the people refused to hear because they were afraid.  Speech Two, chronologically, should be back in Chapter 20 of Shemot.   And, if we read the lines correctly and closely, we see that this speech begins with the Shema, which Rabbi Liebtag suggests should legitimately called "the Eleventh Commandment" – not only because of its importance, but because it was the very next commandment given to the Jews after the Big Ten.
Shabbat Shalom.
For further study, see Rabbi Liebtag's class (http://www.tanach.org/dvarim/dvarim/dvarintr.htm)
Please check our website at www.yinh.org

Good Shabbos! 

